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Reply 1 



Detailed action: restriction 

A restriction requirement is made between group I (claims 
1-16, drawn to an apparatus) and group II (claims 17-34, drawn 
to a method) . 

Group I (claims 1-16) is elected, with traverse. Examiner 
holds that the apparatus of group I is materially different than 
the method of group II because "the apparatus can be used to cut 
non-medical/biological materials" . 

This could be a point of distinction if method claim 17 
were limited to cutting medical/biological materials. However, 
claim 17 includes no such limitation, thereby removing the 
stated basis for making the restriction requirement. 
Accordingly, Applicant holds that this restriction requirement 
is improper, and respectfully requests withdrawal of the 
restriction requirement in the next office action. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Robert Lodenkamper 
Reg. No. 55,399 

LUMEN Intellectual Property Services 
2345 Yale Street, 2 nd Floor 
Palo Alto, CA 94306-1429 
Phone: (650) 424-0100 
Fax: (650) 424-0141 




S02-038/CON (10/825,716) 



2/2 



Reply 1 



